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- Title of the course: Multilingualism: historical and social perspectives 
- Number of credits: 6 
 
- Competencies to be acquired: 

 general knowledge and understanding of the development of multilingualism in 
Europe from the Roman times to the central Middle Ages. 

 compare and contrast different examples of multilingualism in medieval 
Western Europe  

 understand how cultural and social factors determined the choice of language for 
a particular purpose or type of text  

 understand how multilingualism mapped onto social class, education and 
political hierarchy in the case-studies examined 

  
-Short description of the course: 

This course will concentrate on multilingualism in the past, from the Roman 
period to the Middle Ages, by stressing that this was a common feature of past societies, 
much more taken for granted than in modern times. It will analyse the sources and the 
techniques which can be employed to study past cases of multilingualism, focusing in 
particular on the relationships between orality and literacy. It will analyse various 
examples of bilingualism and multilingualism by concentrating in each case on the 
social, political and cultural factors which may have determined the choice of one 
language over the other(s) both in spoken and written contexts. 

 
-Title of the units: 

1. Introduction: past versus contemporary multilingualism 
2. Multilingualism in the Roman world  
3. Early medieval multilingualism in the British Isles  
4. Latin, Romance and the Carolingian ‘Renaissance’ 
5. The languages of Medieval Spain 
6. Anglo-Norman England 
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- Evaluation  

 Participation in class 20% 
 Weekly assignments 20% 
 Individual presentation 25% 
 Research paper 35%  
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