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1. DESCRIPTION AND MAIN GOALS

In the first part of the course, we analyse and discuss a selection of subjects of interest in social epistemology: argumentation, collective doxastic attitudes, and decision procedures. As we will see, social epistemology enhances the social dimension of knowledge without rejecting a concern for individual epistemic decision-making.
In the second part, we will focus our attention on epistemological issues regarding social research. We will analyse the nature of quantitative and qualitative research and the implications of both approaches on the research activity. We will also analyse and discuss some research designs in order to identify the advantages and disadvantages of both approaches related to the study of a subject matter. Finally, we will discuss about the political implications of social research. 
2. STRUCTURE and CONTENTS

First Part: Issues in Social Epistemology (3 ECTS)
0. Introduction

1. Argumentation and social epistemology


1.1 Argumentation and argument


1.2 Basic rules for constructing short arguments


1.3 Types of arguments:



1.3.1 Deductive arguments



1.3.2 Arguments by example



1.3.3 Arguments from authority



1.3.4 Arguments about causes



1.3.5 Arguments by analogy


1.4 The goodness of argumentation: Alvin I. Goldman
2. Collective social epistemology 

2.1 Collective beliefs and judgments

2.2 The theory of judgment aggregation

3. Decision procedures and epistemology

3.1 Condorcet: an epistemic approach to democracy


3.2 The Majority rule: problems and variants

4. Social science and method


4.1 The Nature of Quantitative Research

4.2 The Nature of Qualitative Research


4.3 The Debate about Quantitative and Qualitative Research

5. From prevalence to meaning: Different approaches for the same subject matter
6. Is Social Research Political? 

3. ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION

Every student will be expected to participate in classroom discussions and presentations, and do the proposed exercises and comments on selected readings.

Every student will write a short paper about one of the themes of interest discussed along the course.
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